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What happened to 2021? 
 
Well, as I sit here pondering the year that was 2021, I can’t help thinking 
that it will be for most people a year that was skipped, we just seem to go 
from 2020 to 2022. As it happens, I for one was glad to see it go as my 
mum sadly passed away after what I think was a very short battle with 
cancer. 
 
My Mum loved the canals and spent many happy holidays with my dad 
cruising the Shroppie and Llangollen, in boats hired from the no longer 
operating company Simola (I think that’s how it spelt) who were based at 
Nantwich. 
 
Over the past 10 years she joined Sue and I for weeks on end as we 
travelled the system, enjoying the many delights that the canals have to 
offer and she will be sorely missed by all who knew her. I will always think 
of her fondly when I look at the scratch marks on the rear hatch that she 
made with finger nails as we dragged her kicking and screaming off the 
boat when it came time for her to go home.  
 
Let us all hope that 2022 is a more memorable year for all the right 
reasons and that time can be devoted to what we love best, cruising the 
inland waterways and enjoying life to the full.  
 
Cheers 
 
Tony Skelling 
tonyskelling@gmail.com 
 
Next Issue: Summer – Any articles to be with me on or before June10th. 

 
 

Editor Editorial Policy 
Articles will only be edited for grammar and spelling. 

All articles submitted with a name will be published unless they are of tone or content 
which might be offensive or contentious. Any content published cannot be taken to be 

the view of the Governing Council or the Editor 
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Chairman’s Ramblings March 2022 
 

With great sorrow the Governing Council 
has accepted Richard Woodward’s 
resignation as chairman of Coombeswood 
Canal Trust.  Richard was a founding 
member of the Trust in its present form 
back in 2001, and has given freely of his 
time and expertise over the last 21 years, 
firstly as secretary, and subsequently as 
Chairman.  We haven’t lost him completely 
as he continues to be Chairman of 
Coombeswood Canal Company, for which 
we are very thankful.  So, now I take over as Chairman – Richard will be a 
hard act to follow. 
 
Additionally, at the AGM, we sadly bade farewell to Jon Jones as Vice 
Chairman, and Jackie Vowles as Secretary, both of whom have given 
many years of devoted service, and will be greatly missed. 
 
The Governing Council now consists of: Terry Blakesley, Adam Capewell, 
Ivor Chambers, Marion Chambers, Tony Friar, David Owen, Susi Owen, 
and Adele Sidaway.  You will have spotted that there is a vacancy – we 
are actively seeking to fill this – watch this space! 
 
We offer congratulations to Lapal Canal Trust following the start (at last) 
of work on Whitehouse Wharf (winding hole at Selly Oak).   The first sod 
was cut on 14 March – well done to them for their persistence! 
 
Work parties continue apace on the first Sunday of every month 
(assembling at 09.00 at Hawne Basin), mainly at the moment clearing 
vegetation and removing shopping trolleys, scooters and other detritus 
which has been slung into the canal along the arm from Windmill End.  
We have agreed to help Halesowen Abbey Trust with the painting of 
Coombes Bridge.  Don’t forget that volunteers are always very welcome! 
 
We are hoping to send a strong representation to the Commonwealth 
Games Boat Procession in June, organised by CRT and BCNS – this should 



be great fun, and further information is available on the BCNS website, or 
from the shop at the Basin. 
 
We are greatly in need of crews for our Heritage boats Atlas and Malus, 
which we own and operate jointly with BCNS.  To this end Ivor Chambers, 
an encyclopaedia of knowledge when it comes to traditional boats, is 
organising two days of training at Easter, which are fully subscribed. 
 
The members of the Social Committee have been working their socks off 
to restart events in the Cabin – Sunday lunches started in January, the bar 
is open every Saturday evening, several functions have been arranged 
(including Paddy’s Night), but sadly they haven’t been very well attended.  
The end of season BBQ will be on 23rd April (this coincides with the 
Maintenance Weekend planned for 23rd and 24th April) – PLEASE support 
the Social Committee – they put in so many hours of planning and 
preparation. 
 
I look forward to meeting and chatting with you – Happy Boating. 
 
All the best 
 
David 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annual General Meeting of Coombeswood Canal Trust 
Held at Hawne Basin, Hereward Rise, Halesowen B62 8AW 

Held On Saturday 12th March 2022 
 
46 members attended the meeting  
 
Apologies  
Adrian & Carole Smith, Dave & Dee Brown, Gill Reynolds, Pat &Sheila 
Campbell, David & Lorna Brown, David  
Chambers, Gordon & Mary Ingleson, David & Pat Hill, Pamela Hart, Jackie 
Hand, Barry & Eileen Johnson,  
Michael Turner, Bing Shi, Martin & Kath O'Keefe, Maggie Jones, Graham 
Attwood, Mick Cook  
 
Approval of 2020 AGM Minutes  
Proposed by: Keith Miles Seconded by: Jon Jones  
 
Matters Arising from the Minutes  
There were no matters arising  
 
Governing Council Report  
Review of Activities  
During the financial year the charity has continued to pursue its 
objectives although severely restricted by the  
pandemic, with another long period of lockdown.  
 
We were unable to restart the Duke of Edinburgh Gold residential course 
on the Heritage Working Boats as feared in last years report. It is hoped 
we will be able to restart in Summer 2022, but this will result in no trips  
in our next reporting year either.  
 
We continued the partnership with the Birmingham Canal Navigation 
Society (BCNS) to operate the Heritage boats Atlas and Malus. 
Unfortunately, again due to covid no trips were undertaken, or event 
attended, although small work parties were able to complete some 
maintenance outside of lockdown periods.  
 
 



Work parties along the Dudley No2 Canal were able to restart using 
Hawne. However, no additional work on restoration of the dredger was 
possible (it is still on the hard standing area); once restoration is complete 
it will enable larger maintenance tasks to be completed.  
 
In addition, some hours were also contributed to the social club and basin 
maintenance Both numbers are well down on usual due to curtailing of 
activities for most of the 2020/2021 reporting year.  
 
The volunteer scheme also had to be suspended again for this financial 
year as opportunities for mooring members to volunteer throughout the 
qualifying period were restricted. The scheme will be restarted for the  
2021/2022 reporting year.  
 
Our liaison with Halesowen in Bloom continued. The first planter in the 
shape of a canal boat ("Blooming Boat") being tended to by members of 
the Trust. Unfortunately, the competition was not able to take place.  
However, both boats feature prominently on social media, creating 
awareness of both the Dudley No2. Canal and Coombeswood Canal Trust.  
 
Again, the cabin was not used by outside groups, but this was able to 
restart in the 2nd half of 2021 (2021/2022 reporting year).  
 
The Trading Company continued to perform well and fortunately 
lockdown restrictions were eased as we went into the new boating 
season.  
 
Spend on our charitable aims was again restricted due to lockdown and 
social distancing restraints.  
 
Provision of safe moorings and services at Hawne Basin continues to 
promote boat movements along the Dudley No.2 Canal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Future Developments  
The youth engagement project continues to offer exciting opportunities 
unfortunately we lost the whole of 2020 and 2021 to the pandemic, we 
have committed Trust funds to ensure continuity of the project.  
Significant support has been received from BCNS, CRT, The Black Country 
Living Museum and Dudley Canal Trust in the past and hopefully this will 
continue in 2022. 
 
Canal extension beyond the stank. We initially prioritised the lease of the 
active length first before negotiating access to the length for restoration. 
It is now time to restart this project planning process. The project will still  
provide an opportunity for significant expenditure of trust fuds on canal 
restoration.  
 
The Trust is also attending meetings for the Leasowes Green Gateway 
Project which is supportive of canal  
restoration through the park. Again, the pandemic has curtailed face to 
face meetings and progress has inevitably been slowed.  
 
The pandemic has highlighted several opportunities to improve the way 
we run the Trust both in terms of new technology for administration and 
the need to take time to review progress and refocus on current projects.  
We now need to understand what resources and capabilities we have 
available to us to enable decisions to be made on future activities.  
 
The Chairman, Richard Woodward, thanked those that had served on the 
Governing Council during the year.  
 
Profit & Loss Accounts for vear ended 31st July 2019  
Graeme Underhill (Auditor) tabled the accounts. Copies of the Profit and 
Loss Sheets had been handed out to members before the meeting.  
 
Considering the circumstances with the pandemic the results are great 
this year. All costs are going up, but we have had no great expenditure 
due to the pandemic. Last year we had a deficit off 11.5K which is now 
down to f2.5K - this is a good result. On the balance sheet the net figure is 
up -this is the value of everything  
around us. The bank balance is healthy. Thanks were given to Lisa Bates.  
 



Legal and professional fees were higher due to a grievance raised against 
a member of the Governing Council which had to be resolved with the 
help of an outside arbitrator.  
 
Approval of Accounts: Proposed: Sheila Campbell Seconded: Keith Miles  
 
Appointment of Auditor  
It was unanimously agreed to ask Graeme Underhill of Groundbreakers 
Ltd to continue to act as Auditor of the Trust and therefore also the 
Company and the Social Club Company. Thanks were given to Graeme.  
 
Approval of Auditor: Proposed: Christine Turner Seconded: Dave Pearson  
 
Resignations / Appointments to Governing Council  
Jon Jones and Jackie Vowles both tendered their resignations. There were 
therefore 5 vacancies on the Governing Council. There were six nominees 
so an election was held. The successful nominees were Terry  
Blakesley, Adam Capewell, David Owen, Sue Owen and Adele Sidaway.  
 
Anv Other Business  
There was nothing notified to the Governing Council to be included in 
AOB.  
 
Dave Pearson thanked the members of the Governing Council on behalf 
of the members.  
 
The meeting was closed.  
 
DISCUSSION SESSION  
Volunteer Scheme  
Jon Jones spoke about the Volunteer Scheme being in its 7th year. He 
gave a thank you to all the volunteers as it helps to reduce the running 
costs. It has now become part of having a mooring at Hawne. He thanked  
everyone for helping to keep covid out of the basin. Volunteer work 
carried on regardless without reward. He then explained how any 
supplementary charges go towards projects that have a direct impact on 
the basin. Jon also said a special thank-you to Sheila Campbell for all her 
work for the scheme.  
 



Aims & Obiectives of the Trust  
Richard Woodward explained our Aims and Objectives and our position as 
a charity. We have lots of opportunities for projects. In the short term we 
have work parties, youth engagement and the DofE, Leasowes  
Green Gateway Project and to promote the Dudley No2. In the medium 
term we have towpath improvements between Gosty and Hawne and the 
Beyond the Stank restoration. In the long term we have the possibility of  
connecting to Leasowes. We need to increase costs to be able to spend 
money to deliver the Trusts Aims and Objectives. Everyone needs to be 
involved. We need teams of people behind every member of the GC.  
Training will be required and everyone needs to understand what is 
involved. The Basin has now been going for 45 years (since November 
1977). We had to become a Charity to take over the lease from Dudley 
Council.  
 
Halesowen Abbey Trust  
Roy Burgess chairman of the Halesowen Abbey Trust explained how the 
Abbey Trust look after and improve the countryside around Halesowen -
including the wedge and Leasowes. It is the canal that joins all these  
areas together. Coombes Bridge was originally a brick bridge but was 
destroyed during the 2nd World War. The current bridge is made of iron 
and was last painted in 2008. Roy proposed a joint project between the 
Abbey Trust and CCT to repaint the bridge. A Risk Assessment, Mission 
Statement and permissions would be needed before any work can be 
carried out. This was agreed by all at the meeting. 
  
Lapal Trust - Sainsburys Winding Hole  
Dave Pearson informed everyone that work on the digging out of the 
winding hole at the other end of the Dudley No2 (Sainsburys) would start 
soon. If anyone was willing to help then please contact him. John Rudge  
queried whether we should support them, but it was explained that this is 
all within the aims and objectives of CCT and we have previously given 
money to hire a digger and other monetary donations.  
 
Minutes taken by J Vowles 

 



Ey up, we’ve pulled 
(or high spirits on the Shroppie). 

 
We had a good send off from 
Ellesmere Port Museum with 
a formal handover of the boat 
by Steve Bagley, Collections 
Manager at the Museum and 
Ani Sutton, Destinations and 
Attractions Manager from CRT 
 
 
New tiller and towing rig 
fitted perfectly and we set off 
in good spirits to fight our way 
through the weed between 
The Museum and Chester 
On arrival at the locks CRT 
volunteers were waiting to 
help us and having worked 
out how to pass the tow rope 
under the footbridges we 
moved on swiftly through the 
locks.  Our team of pullers 
worked out a way to lift the 
tow rope over the many moored boats and we arrived at Chemistry Lock ahead 
of schedule........but the lock was closed due to 2 broken paddles. The CRT team 
were quickly onto the problem and by 10am next morning had everything in 
place to repair the lock......thanks to the engineers and welders who fixed it. We 
were on our way again by lunchtime on our second day.  
 
Next day was uneventful although very hard work towing and getting past 
moored boats and we moored that night above Beeston staircase lock. 
 



Our superb cooks on N.B. 
Monty produced an excellent 
chicken curry. 
 
By this time the crew were in 
need of showers so we made a 
quick pit stop at Nantwich CRT 
facilities to freshen up, take on 
water and empty loos.  
 
We moved on to tackle the 
Audlem flight only to be 
stopped at the bottom of the 
flight and told that Lock No.2 
was out of commission. 
Rumours abounded about when 
this was likely to be fixed ..... 
some saying it was not going to 
be fixed until the following 
Monday. Tempers were a bit 
short amongst some crews held up in front of us as some trade boats were on 
their way to the Floating Market at Market Drayton and other in hire boats were 
due back on Saturday. 
 
 
 In total about 16 boats were ahead of 
us waiting to go up the flight. Once 
again CRT engineers came to the 
rescue.  
After a survey of the problem on 
Friday afternoon they arrived at 6 am 
!!!!!! On Saturday morning to start 
fixing it.  
 
A huge thank to Jim Stretch and the 
team for their skill and expertise in 
getting everyone moving again.  
 
Phew..... we were on our way again by 
about 2pm. With help from friends, we 
were through Adderley and Tyerely 



locks and made-up time so stopped at The Anchor at High Offley. Naturally some 
of the crew went to sample the beer!.  
 
As we were still behind schedule, we set off the following morning at 7.30am, 
stopping for a short while at Norbury for showers etc. We then slipped and slid 
our way past a rock and tree fall in Woodseaves cutting and on to Grub Street 
cutting. 
 
Keen to stick to our schedule we pushed on (or should that be pulled!) until we 
reached Autherley Junction ready to tackle the Wolverhampton 21 the next 
morning. 
 

We woke up to sheeting rain but 
despite that our trusty friends and 
colleagues from Hawne Basin turned 
up to help lock us through the flight. 
However........ 3 pounds were empty 
so with the help again of CRT we 
eventually reached the top and 
bacon sandwiches and tea for all 
served by our amazing cooks.  
 
 
We set off with home (Hawne Basin) 
in our sights ....turned off the main 
line to do a very wet pull through 
Netherton Tunnel only to be stopped 
by the police informing us of 'an 
incident' Sadly  that turned out to be 
a body in the Canal.  
 

After a short holdup the husband-and-wife team of Shane and Wendy pulled us 
through the Tunnel in record time. Having been told by the police that all boats 
from the opposite direction had been stopped we had a hair raising few 
moments with a boat coming in the towards us that would not move on to the 
opposite side ....After much shouting and gesticulating they finally moved over 
to let the tow rope pass. According to Wendy they were walking through lakes 
not puddles in the tunnel....a magnificent effort by them.  
 
Quick left turn out of the Tunnel and we were on the Dudley No.2 Canal and 
nearing home. Some serious pulling and then legging through Gosty Tunnel 
meant we arrived back only 2 and a half hours past our anticipated arrival time.  



 
 

 
 
 
Exhausted but happy we sorted out the boats and then met up on the veranda 
of the clubhouse to drink a barrel of Entire.  
 
An amazing experience and true test of stamina, ingenuity, patience and team 
work got us through. Along the way we collected over £2400 for Cancer 
Research and Newborns in Need. Visit gofund.me  /d3da2b00 to add to our 
total.  
 
Stratford was in use the following Sunday alongside workboat Hawne, helping 
the work party team to clear vegetation from along the Dudley No.2 Canal. She 
has now finally found her forever home and is being used for the purpose for 
which she is intended.  
 
Gill Reynolds 

 

http://gofund.me/


A Christmas Carol 
(Or should that be a Christmas Pam and Dee). 
 
As most of those who know me will agree, I’m no Dickens when it comes 
to writing, though a few have used a small part of his name to describe 
me on more than one occasion.  
 
With the month of November swiftly turning into December and 
Christmas rapidly approaching, Sue and I manged to get ourselves down 
to the basin for the great social occasion of the Christmas lunch, which 
was sadly cancelled in 2020 and was much missed.   
 
The day arrived and what a fantastic time was had by all, with much 
merry making, good food, plenty of laughter and all washed down with 
the occasional beverage (poetic licence in action). 
 
I could wax lyrical about the day but as they say ‘A picture is as good as a 
thousand words’, well in this case its quite a few pictures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All in all, the Christmas lunch was a resounding success and one that 
should not be missed. Let’s hope that we are finally seeing the stern end 
of the Covid pandemic and that more of these great social events that 
make Hawne Basin such a lovely place can start to return to the calendar. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Comical Cut.  
(Or the cut shall not have them). Part .2 
 
When last we journeyed with our intrepid boaters, they had developed a 
mysterious problem with the engine. Read on to find out what happened 
next. 
 
Shortly, two men came out of the building and asked what the problem 
was, and having explained to them exactly what had happened, one of 
the said “It sounds to me like the sheer pin has broken”. Norman, Mick 
and I just stood looking at each other, with totally blank expressions on 
our faces, with the same silent question bouncing between us. “What the 
hell is a sheer pin?” 
 
It was obvious to our two Samaritans that not one of us had the faintest   
idea of what he was talking about. “I’ll take a look”, he said, jumping into 
the boat and pulling the engine out of the water. “Yes, that’s it”, he said 
triumphantly, spinning the propeller around with his finger. “If something 
gets jammed in the propeller, then the sheer pin will break instead of 
causing damage to the engine itself. Have you got a spare?”  
 
Still with the same blank expressions on our faces, we all slowly shook our 
heads, on which, he went back into the building, that then turned out to 
be some kind of canal maintenance depot and returned with a bolt. Both 
he and his mate then jumped into the boat to show us what to do. “This 
will get you going, but you must change it for a proper one as soon as 
possible, because it is made of steel and it will not sheer so easily as the 
real things which are made out of brass”. The lessons were coming thick 
and fast. 
 
We thanked our benefactors profusely and continued on our way. On 
glancing back, I could see them talking to each other and shaking their 
heads. I could not hear their words, but felt sure they would be 
something like, “those three shouldn’t be in charge of a gravy boat, let 
alone a house boat!” 
 



We continued on a short while without further incident and as we were 
heaving the boat into Wolverley Court Lock, Mick noticed that there was 
some water inside the boat and casually informed me, in his opinion, the 
boat would sink before we got through the lock. The laid-back manner in 
which informed me of this at first led me to believe he was joking, but a 
hasty look inside confirmed that he was not. There was a least one foot of 
water with the level visibly rising. 
 
Passage through the lock was immediately abandoned and on pulling her 
out again, we noticed a small mud flat on the offside of the canal below 
the lock, on which we beached her. What our fate would have been had 
the mud flat not been there, I dread to think. 
 
It was now about three o’clock and would be getting dark shortly. With 
that coupled with the leak, it was clear that we would not continue. 
Wolverhampton was still a long way away. Our planned day on the canal, 
was obviously a gross underestimation. 
 
It was decided then that Mick and Norman would try to find their way 
home in the hope of arriving there before father returned from work for 
his tea and before he set out to try and find us so that we could report to 
him our misfortunes. Meanwhile, I had decided to try and bail some of 
the water out before following them. 
 
Beached on the mud flat, the boat could sink no further and I soon began 
to make good headway, bailing water by using a bucket that I had luckily 
found in the cabin. Suddenly, I found a hole in the side of the boat, about 
the size of an egg. This I blocked off by stuffing it with rags. Having bailed 
much of the water from the boat, thereby making it lighter, so much so 
that I could drag the boat manually further onto the mud flat, until I was 
satisfied, I could do no more. Leaving the boat as safe as I possibly could 
and finding a bus route, I then followed Norman and Mick home. 
 
Luckily, they had arrived in good time to prevent father from coming to 
search for us and making sure mother was out of earshot, had relayed to 
him all our troubles. His reaction was to say. “OK – I’ll take a look when I 
drop you off in the morning”. Our hearts sank quicker than the boat had! 
Mick knew, as I did, that the saga would not end there and would 
continue early the next morning, which indeed it did. 



 

Glad to be here 
 

I was waiting for Bob to finish his shower on the morning of the 28th   
September when the phone rang, a gentleman named Ivor asked for Bob, 
I told him he was taking a shower so he then asked if he was still 
interested in a mooring at Hawne Basin I said I thought he was but I would 
take his number and get him to call him back as soon as he comes out of 
the shower. 

 
We were due to pay our yearly moorings where we were on the 1st 

October to say how happy I was would be an understatement I had filled 
in our form every January since we became members. 

 
So all sorted with Ivor we would move down to Hawne Basin on the 

15/16/17th of October. 
 
 We left Otherton Marina on the morning of the 15th not that early 

after saying goodbye to a few friends we were lucky to get a nice day and 
had a pleasant journey to Autherley at about 5pm, We had arranged to 
meet Bobs daughter Pam there on Saturday morning to help with the 
Wolverhampton flight of locks. 

 
Pam came on time and off we set there was a work party at the 

bottom lock cutting and strimming the grass all were pleasant and Pam 
soon mastered the art of doing locks. 

 
I don’t think I was capable of doing any more locks that day so was 

glad we had done lock number 1, We stopped and had some lunch and a 
short rest then continued our journey onwards. 

 
Oh, dear I lost count of the times we stopped and poor Bob was in 

the weed hatch and the several buckets he filled with plastic tape, bags, 
string and general rubbish.   

 
 
 
 



We ventured onwards and got to just before Coseley tunnel where 
Pam arranged for her daughter to collect her to take her home. I lit the 
fire cooked some food, another day over. 

 
 
Sunday morning started with rain but soon stopped so continued 

our journey through Coseley tunnel and on to factory locks at Tipton, 
stopping several times to clear the weed hatch of rubbish. 

 
Once down the locks it seemed to clear of rubbish Bob checked the 

hatch just before we entered Netherton tunnel but thankfully it was clear. 
During our journey through a large group of cyclists entered so we 

had lots of lamps lighting the way and their banter for company. 
 
We got out into daylight and just in front of us was a boat doing a 

three point turn so once done we were able to make our turn into our last 
stretch of canal towards Hawne Basin. It was uneventful until we got close 
to Gosty tunnel, where we met an oncoming boat who said the water was 
a bit low. 

Again, Bob checked the hatch but all was clear so on we went at 
times it was a bit scary as the boat went slower and slower it seemed to 
take ages to get to the other end but finally, we were out in daylight again 
neither of us realised how far the Basin is from the tunnel 

At last, we were turning into Hawne Basin and all I can say is I am so 
happy to be here and Hello to everyone from Avril, Bob and our dogs 
Missy Moo and Nellie aboard the narrow boat Chouette.  

 
Avril Buhagiar 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stuck in more ways than one  
(Or caught hiding in the dark on my computer). 

This is an article that was sent to me last April and somehow managed to 

find its way into an unused email folder on my computer. All I can say is 

apologies to Maurice and thank goodness he saw the daylight faster than 

this article has. 

It was on Wednesday the 14th of April, that I was piloting Freedom back  
to Hawne basin from a short trip into Brum. I had already had a  
grounding issue on the way out, so I was hoping for an uneventful return  
journey. 
All went well, until I arrived at a point 100 yards from the end of  
Gosty, when I quickly came to a halt. A quick inspection revealed the  
usual log down the side, except that this time it was much larger than  
you normally find. 
With no crew to help I tried the usual whacking with a lump hammer, but  
to no avail. Then it was poking with a barge pole, trying to rock the  
boat and combinations of banging and rocking. 
I checked the phone, no signal.  Then I climbed out onto the gas locker,  
and, stood up. Just enough signal to call out. My cries for help reached  
the basin, and I got a call back.  By now, it was 8 in the evening, and  
too late for a rescue. 
 
I spent a quiet night in Gosty, to be rudely awakened by Tony belting  
Freedom off the log with Hawne. Well, that woke me up! 
Jill and Tony towed the offending log out of the tunnel, and I made my  
escape. 
 
My thanks to Tony and Gill for the rescue. I really did not want to have  
to swim out. 
 
Maurice Pinner 
NB Freedom 

 

 

 

 



 

Membership is renewable annually on 1st August 
 

TITLE: _________________ FULL NAME: ______________________________________________________ 

 
ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________ POSTCODE: ___________________ 
 

TELEPHONE No: ______________________________EMAIL: _______________________________________ 

 
BOAT NAME: ________________________________________________ 

 

JOINT MEMBER 

 

TITLE: _________________ FULL NAME: ______________________________________________________ 

 
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ POSTCODE: ___________________ 
 

TELEPHONE No: ____________________________ EMAIL: __________________________________________ 

 
Membership Fees 

Associate Membership £25.00 -Associations, Organisations and Companies 

Individual Membership (18+) £8.00 ) – Individuals and Families 
Joint Membership  £14.00 )  

OVER 60 Membership £6.00  

Joint OVER 60 Membership £10.00             
 Full-Time Student  £6.00 

 

Full copies of the Rules of the Trust are available on the website or from the Trust Office. The information on this form  
will be recorded on a computerised database. In accordance with the Data Protection Act (1984) members may examine 

their entry at any reasonable time by prior arrangement. 

 
Membership Paid:  £ ____________________ 

 
I wish to make a donation: £ ____________________ 

 

Total Enclosed:  £ ____________________ Please make cheques payable to  
‘Coombeswood Canal Trust’ 

 

Signed: ___________________________________________________________Date: ________________________ 
 

Skills I/we can offer the Trust: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Trade/Profession the Trust can ask for quotes: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Please return this form and your payment either to the Trust Office or the Shop or by post to: 

The membership Secretary at the address above. 
UK Taxpayers may like to increase the worth of their contributions by signing a GIFT AID DECLARATION. 

Please contact us by either the email address or telephone number above and we will be happy to send you a 

form. If you wish to set up a yearly Standing Order with your own Bank to pay your membership, our Bank 
Details are: The Co-operative Bank, PO Box 250, Delf House, WN8 6WT,  



Acct No. 65566440, Sort Code 08-92-99 

 

 

 

 

 


